


Design Options Considerations Suggested Use

Marking
Receptacles must be 

marked

Controlled Receptacles
A GUIDE FOR BUILDING DESIGNERS 

Design Considerations (Cont.)

Stickers

Wall Switch 
Override

Manual override of timed 
controls must be 

accessible to the occupant

Engraved and Colored 
Coverplates

Coverplates and outlets engraved 
with the word "controlled" and the 
power symbol can be installed.
Use of marked di�erent-colored
coverplates can help occupants
di�erentiate between controlled and 
uncontrolled outlets
Select a color or �nish that will work 
with current and future interior 
design throughout the facility.

Not recommended
Stickers can be applied to
receptacles without permanent 
markings
Stickers can fall o� and therefore 
require periodic maintenance for the 
building operator 

Install in areas controlled by timers.
Test override switches and ensure override time is set to a maximum of 2 
hours
The override switch should be adjacent to the override switch for lighting 
governing the same area, and labeled as such.
It is possible to use the same override switch for both lighting and outlets in 
any one area. The maximum allowed area for lighting controlled by one 
override switch is 2,500 ft2

CONTROLLEDCONTROLLEDCONTROLLEDCONTROLLED

CONTROLLEDCONTROLLEDCONTROLLEDCONTROLLED

Apply if permanently marked 
coverplates are not installed.

CONTROLLED

Permanently marked coverplates 
are recommended.
Marked colored plates can be useful 
when choosing Duplex Wiring.

Electrical suppliers in the Seattle 
area are now familiar with this code 
requirement and should have 
suitable outlets and coverplates on 
hand.


